We investigate theoretically the dynamical behavior of a qubit obtained with the two ground eigenstates of an ultrastrong coupling circuit-QED system consisting of a finite number of Josephson fluxonium atoms inductively coupled to a transmission line resonator. We show an universal set of quantum gates by using multiple transmission line resonators (each resonator represents a single qubit). We discuss the intrinsic 'anisotropic' nature of noise sources for fluxonium artificial atoms. Through a master equation treatment with colored noise and manylevel dynamics, we prove that, for a general class of anisotropic noise sources, the coherence time of the qubit and the fidelity of the quantum operations can be dramatically improved in an optimal regime of ultrastrong coupling, where the ground state is an entangled photonic 'cat' state. The study of quantum decoherence is believed to be crucial in order to understand the transition from the microscopic quantum world to the macroscopic classical one. Moreover, a control and limitation of decoherence is essential towards the realization of a robust, scalable quantum computer. The study of cavity QED systems in atomic physics [1] has led to spectacular fundamental investigations of non-unitary evolution due to decoherence mechanisms. In particular, it has been possible to observe the fragility of states of the form |Ψ cat = 1 √ 2 {|α phot |g at + |αe iη phot |e at } (usually dubbed 'cat states'[1]), where |α phot is a coherent photon state with a large mean photon number |α| 2 ≫ 1, |αe iη phot is another coherent state with a phase difference η, while |g at (|e at ) is the ground (excited) state of a two-level atom [2, 3] . These states have been prepared in a cavity QED system well described by the Jaynes-Cummings model, where the ground state is |0 phot |g at , i.e., the vacuum of photons times the atomic ground state. Recently, a growing interest has been generated by the so-called ultrastrong coupling regime of cavity (circuit) QED , both theoretically [4, 5, [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] and experimentally [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] . Such a regime is achieved when the vacuum Rabi frequency Ω 0 , which quantifies the coupling between one photon and one elementary matter excitation, is comparable or larger than the cavity (resonator) photon frequency ω cav . In such a regime, the Jaynes-Cummings model based on the rotating wave-approximation (valid for small ratio Ω 0 /ω cav ) breaks down. In particular, the ground state of the system is no longer the standard vacuum: recently, it was shown [9, 10] that in the limit of very large coupling the ground state can become quasi-degenerate with the entangled structure:
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where N is the number of atoms embedded in the cavity resonator, |α ph is a coherent state for the photonic field which satisfies |α| ∼ √ N Ω 0 /ω cav , and |± j are pseudospin polarized states for the j-th artificial atom, which are defined in the following. For each two-level system {|e j , |g j } one can introduce the Pauli operatorsσ (|e j ± |g j ) are the eigenstates ofσ j x . Interestingly, the (orthogonal) first excited state has the similar form:
In this letter, we show how |Ψ G and |Ψ E surprisingly can form a robust qubit, whose decoherence can diminish while increasing the 'size' of the corresponding photonic 'cat' states (see Fig. 1 ). Moreover, we also provide a universal set of quantum computation gates and demonstrate via a thorough master equation treatment the fidelity enhancement in a regime of ultrastrong coupling.
The energy difference δ between the two considered states diminishes exponentially [9, 10] with the vacuum Rabi coupling, namely δ ∼ ω eg exp(−2
, where ω eg is the frequency of the single atom two-level transition (set to be equal to the cavity mode frequency). Either in the ultrastrong (Ω 0 /ω eg → +∞) or 'thermodynamic' (N → +∞) limit, the two states become degenerate. In the ultrastrong coupling limit, the other excited states are much higher in energy, separated by a frequency gap ∆ ∼ ω eg >> δ. Importantly, these interesting features can not be obtained in every ultrastrong light-matter coupled system. In particular, using the Pauli matrix language, the 'direction' of the bare atomic Hamiltonian must be orthogonal to the one of the light-matter interaction Hamiltonian [10] . This is the case in the following spin-boson Hamiltonian:
In the present letter, we limit our description to a single bososic mode and an uniform light-matter coupling , but all the following results may be generalized to several and spatially non uniform modes [9] . It has also been shown recently that in the ultrastrong coupling regime, the quasi-degeneracy of the states |Ψ G and |Ψ E is robust with respect to a local and static perturbation of the type H pert y,z = N j=1 h y,jσy,j + h z,jσz,j where h y,j and h z,j are random perturbation amplitudes [9] . The reason is that in the subspace {|Ψ G , |Ψ E } such perturbation couples (at the N th order) coherent states of opposite phase | − α and |α . The effect of the perturbation is proportional to the overlap −α|α = exp (−2|α|
2 ) ∼ exp(−2
. Indeed, the stronger is the coupling Ω 0 or the larger is the number of artificial atoms N , the larger is |α| 2 , the 'size' of the photonic 'cat' states |Ψ G and |Ψ E . Importantly, the protection is not complete [19] , because these states are not robust with respect to noise terms like H pert x = N j=1 h x,jσx,j and H pert a = h aâ + h * aâ † , namely the noise in the direction of the light-matter coupling and the noise associated to the resonator field. However, if in a superconducting system, perturbations like H pert y,z happen to be the dominant ones, the lifetime and the fidelity of the quantum operation involving the states |Ψ G and |Ψ E can be dramatically improved by increasing Ω 0 /ω eg and/or N .
In fact, among the different flux Josephson atoms [17, 18, 20, 21] , this noise anisotropy appears to be realistic at least for a fluxonium [20] . Under conditions detailled in [20] , its Hamiltonian can be written as:
The Hamiltonian parameters are subject to noise fluctuations : Φ ext = π + ∆Φ ext with ∆Φ ext some flux noise (in units of Φ 0 = /2e), E J = E J + ∆E J with ∆E J = ∆I 0 /Φ 0 proportional to the critical current fluctuation, N J =N J + ∆N 0 , ∆N 0 being the charge offset fluctuation. One can also introduce some capacitive and inductive noise E CJ = E CJ + ∆E CJ and E LJ = E LJ + ∆E LJ . When the fluctuation sources are off, the first two eigenstates of the fluxonium are very well isolated from the higher states provided that E J ≫ E LJ and E J ≫ E CJ . Then, the Hamiltonian (4) readsĤ F ≃ (ω eg /2)σ z in the basis of the two first eigenstates which are symmetric and antisymmetric superpositions of clockwise and anticlockwise persistent current states. On the same basisφ J ≃ −ϕ 01σx andN J ≃ ωeg 8EC ϕ 01σy (where ϕ 01 ≃ 3). The fluctuations produce (at the first order) the perturbation:
The spectral density of the flux noise is typically S 1/2 ∆Φext ≈ 10 −6 / √ Hz [22, 23] . The critical current noise ∆I 0 /I 0 = ∆E J /E J , which is also believed to follow a 1/f law [24, 25] , has been recently measured [26] in a fluxonium : S 1/2 ∆EJ /EJ ≈ 3.10 −5 / √ Hz. It proves that the dissipation due to theσ z channel is much larger than theσ x channel contribution. To study the behavior of the qubit {|Ψ G , |Ψ E } in the presence of dissipation, we used the master equation [27] :
whereρ is the density matrix,Ĥ refers to Hamiltonian (3) and where the 'jump' operators areŜ rv =â +â
Moreover [28] ,
Here we consider the zero temperature limit [29] , where the spectral functions Γ k (ω) must vanish for ω < 0 because they are proportional to the density of states (of the baths) at energy ω. For sake of simplicity, we have set Γ k (ω) = Γ k for ω ∈ [0; ω c ] and Γ k (ω) = 0 elsewhere ∀k, with ω c an upper cut-off which is consistent with decreasing spectral noise. Finally, one must include many excited states in the master equation treatment. To investigate the robustness of the coherence between the 2 quasi-degenerate vacua |Ψ G and |Ψ E , we have studied the non-unitary dynamics of the initially prepared pure state |Ψ 0 = cos(θ)|Ψ E + sin(θ)e iφ |Ψ G in presence of anisotropic Josephson dissipation rates Γ y , Γ z ≫ Γ x and for several cavity loss rates Γ r /ω eg = Γ rv /ω eg = Γ r f /ω eg (see caption of Fig. 2 ). Our simulations plotted in Fig.  2 prove that the coherence time increases while increasing the normalized vacuum Rabi frequency Ω 0 /ω eg . Indeed, if the dominant dissipation channels are along the y and z directions, their effect decreases as exp (−2|α|
2 ) where α = √ N Ω 0 /ω cav . Hence, the coherence time is enhanced exponentially before reaching a saturation value given by Γ r , Γ x and eventually decreasing with the usual power law of cat states. The location of the coherence time peaks with respect to the photonic amplitude α = √ N Ω 0 /ω eg is almost independent of the number of atoms N (see top right panel of Fig. 2 ), indicating that α is the relevant dimensionless parameter for the protection. Depending on Γ r and Γ x (see bottom right panel of Fig. 2) , the maximum coherent times have a different behavior versus N . For smaller values of Γ x , the protection increases monotonically with N ≥ 2 (we have been able to calculate up to N = 5). For larger values of Γ x instead the maximum of the coherence time is achieved for N = 1. Finally, since the number of photons n of |Ψ G and |Ψ E increases like Fig. 2 ), we conclude that there is a regime where the larger is the number of photons in |Ψ G and |Ψ E , the stronger is their robustness against decoherence contrary to the usual cavity QED 'cat' states [1] , obtained when Ω 0 /ω eg << 1. Indeed, it is well known [1] [2] [3] 30] that the coherence time of those standard 'cat' states decreases monotonically while increasing their size. Now, we show how to obtain an universal set of gates for quantum computation [31] using the two states |Ψ G and |Ψ E as computational basis for the qubit and we will study the fidelity of such quantum operations. One begins by showing how to get the dynamical gate e −iθxΣx in the basis |Ψ G and |Ψ E , wherê first atom) and an external, classical and tunable magnetic field Φ s (t). This leads to an additional Hamiltonian term of the type M Φ s (t)φ In order to get a complete set of quantum operations, one needs to perform a 2-qubit control gate. Here, we will describe how to obtain the conditional quantum gate e −iθx 12Σ x 1 ⊗Σx 2 in the 4-dimensional basis x,1 (resp. σ 1 x,2 ) stands for the x-Pauli matrix acting on the first two levels system of the resonator 1 (2) . Applying such a perturbation will partially lift the 4 times degeneracy of the fundamental subspace so that the two states (|+ |+α 1 ⊗|+ |+α 2 and |− |−α 1 ⊗|− |−α 2 ) will have a different energy than the states (|+ | + α 1 ⊗ |− | − α 2 and |− |−α 1 ⊗|+ |+α 2 ). Fidelity of that operation for θ x12 = π/2 is given in the right panel of Fig. 3 in presence of dissipation, showing again the enhancement for increasing values of the normalized vacuum Rabi frequency. Other proposals for the practical coupling between the 2 resonators could be envisaged [33, 34] . Concerning the read-out of our qubit, this can be done by a projective measurement on the states |+ | + α and |− | − α : the flux across the Josephson junctions is polarized and can be in principle measured via the surrounding quasi-static magnetic field.
In conclusion, we have shown that it possible to considerably enhance the coherence times of a qubit given by the first two eigenstates of a circuit QED system in the ultrastrong coupling regime: such states are entangled states of photons and polarized Josephson atomic states, which are robust with respect to a general class of 'anisotropic' environment. In our proposal, the resonator is used to protect quantum information [35, 36] , contrary to the approach [37] [38] [39] where it acts as a bus joining several embedded Josephson qubits. The present work shows that the qualitative modification of the quantum ground state in ultrastrong coupling circuit QED can have a significant impact on the decoherence and manipulation of quantum states in multiple resonators. We would like to thank M.H.Devoret for a critical reading of the manuscript and useful discussions.
